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Department of Sociology
COLLEGE OF LETTERS & SCIENCE
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

Community & Environmental Sociology,
Sociology, and Forest & Wildlife Ecology 248:

Environment, Natural Resources, and Society

Fall, 2023
Instructor: Loren Pea body (he/him/his pronouns)
Email: lorenpeabody@gmail.com and

Ipeabody@wisc.edu

Office hours: 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. and by appointment
Sewell Social Sciences 2416
Zoom link: https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/6851010375
Canvas page: https://canvas.wisc.edu/courses/343942
Class location: 10 Agricultural Hall
Meeting time: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11:00 a.m. to 11:50 a.m.
Class dates: Wednesday, September 6 to Saturday, December 16

Course Overview

This course introduces the concerns and principles of sociology through examination of human
interaction with the natural environment. It places environmental issues such as resource
depletion, population growth, food production, environmental regulation, and sustainability in
national and global perspectives. The second day of the course raises the specter of climate
catastrophe and additional interlinked global environmental crises. We spend the rest of the
semester investigating their underlying causes, their uneven social consequences, and the
desirability and feasibility of their political responses. We do so in four parts.

Part 1 of the course examines the optimistic perspective that economic growth is the key to
achieving development in the Global South and that its subsequent environmental harms are
inevitably attenuated as development progresses. It then turns to critiques of economic
growth, focusing on theoretical approaches arguing that capitalist economic growth intrinsically
generates environmental degradation and social inequalities.
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Part 2 dives in greater depth into one such approach—ecologically unequal exchange theory—
by providing an overview of the challenges to development faced by countries across the Global
South from colonization to the present and their main ecological consequences.

Part 3 explores the mechanisms through which markets foster environmental degradation—
such as economic power, externalities, coordination problems and collective action problems. It
then looks at approaches to regulating markets, culminating in a debate between three
strategic orientations to decarbonizing the economy: green growth, degrowth and a Green New
Deal.

Part 4 pivots to economic and health disparities by race and by class in the United States. After
introducing some of the concepts and methods that social scientists use to disentangle their
underlying causes, we look at the role that the built environment and how social groups are
situated within it contributes to the reproduction of such inequalities.

Class Format

The class will be grounded on a daily lecture with PowerPoint slides and intermittent full-group
discussions; in most sessions, students will also engage with sets of questions or other activities
in small groups before discussing as a class.

This course will thrive on student participation so please speak up regularly during lecture. An
on-going assignment will be to come to class with at least one question on the readings
prepared. Both short clarification or factual questions and open-ended discussion questions are
great. Laptops are permitted during class as long as they do not appear to be distracting. Please
only use computers for taking notes and looking at the readings.

It will not really be possible to take part in the class discussion without having done the reading,
so make sure to complete the assignment before lecture. The syllabus distinguishes between
readings that are required and optional for each session. Required readings should read by
everyone before class and will be covered on quizzes. Optional readings provide a deeper
understanding of the subject matter but are not mandatory, meaning that the quizzes will not
directly test knowledge of these materials. That being said, reading these works will give you a
deeper knowledge that should make it easier to do well on the test as a whole. When you come
across terms you are not aware of in the readings, try to quickly look up as many as you can on
Wikipedia.

Occasionally the syllabus and the files on Canvas will indicate that only a specific portion of the
publication is required; keep an eye out for that as the remainder is only optional. There may
be some slight adjustments to the required readings throughout the semester; the syllabus and
the files posted to Canvas will indicate the updated assignment. Lecture slides will be posted to
our Canvas page soon after class but do not necessarily contain all the important information
that will be discussed.



This class meets for three 50-minute face-to-face class periods each week over the fall semester
and carries the expectation that students will work on course learning activities (reading,
writing, studying, etc.) for at least 3 hours out of classroom for every class period.

All readings, lecture slides, assignment instructions, and resources for conducting research will
be posted on our Canvas page. All writing assignments and quizzes will be submitted through
Canvas. All remote meetings will be held in my Zoom personal room
(https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/6851010375).

Evaluation and Grades

Quiz 1 15%
Quiz 2 15%
Quiz 3 15%
Quiz 4 15%
News analysis paper 30%
Attendance and participation 10%

Letter grades will be assigned in accordance with the UW undergraduate grade policy:
A: 93-100 AB: 87-92.99 B: 83-86.99 BC: 77-82.99 C: 70-76.99 D: 60-69.99 F: 0-59.99

Attendance

If you must miss class for any reason, it is your responsibility to get notes from your classmates
for the sessions that you miss. You are entitled to two “free” absences that do not affect your
attendance grade, but beyond that, missing class will have a significant impact. Please let me
know if you will be missing class for a reason that may be considered an excused absence
before the meeting (e.g., a serious illness, a serious family emergency, university-related travel,
or a religious observance). If you are concerned about your health or need to take an excused
absence, you may view lecture via my Zoom meeting room (see below for more details).

Quizzes

You will take four in-class, closed-book quizzes, accounting for 60% of your course grade. These
will take place on Canvas, although students will have the option of writing out their responses
on paper if they prefer. Please remember to bring a laptop to class on the day of the test in
order to take it via Canvas. All materials presented in lecture and in your required readings are
fair game, but lists of key concepts will be provided in advance to help orient you to some of
the most important material to study. The tests will consist of a mix of multiple choice, short
answer and short essay questions about facts, concepts, and theories discussed in class and in
your readings. There will not be questions that require you to remember specific quantitative



data, but being able to recall approximate levels, the direction of major trends, and the rough
magnitude of comparisons can be helpful. If you have questions or concerns about the grading
of your quiz, feel free to see me about it. | am open to taking a second look at the grading of
written responses, but only for two weeks after the day the grades have been released. Please
put the exam dates on your calendar:

Name Date
Quiz 1 Wednesday, September 27
Quiz 2 Monday, October 23
Quiz 3 Monday, November 13
Quiz 4 Wednesday, December 13

Make-up tests must be avoided if at all possible. Make-ups are only rarely arranged for a
serious illness, a serious family emergency, university-related travel, or a religious observance.
All make-ups must be arranged before the exam. If you do not contact the instructor before the
quiz, you will not be allowed to make up the exam unless there is an exceptional circumstance.
Note that the fourth quiz will be held during the last day of class rather than on the scheduled
final exam period.

News Analysis Paper

The writing assignment is an 8-10 page news analysis paper. You will find 3-5 high-quality
journalistic sources that describe a case of the society-nature relationship that has
consequences for human wellbeing. This is your empirical material. You will then analyze this
case using a social scientific literature that relates to our course material including at least 4
scholarly sources. The paper may be structured in the following sections: introduction,
description of the case, review of the social scientific literature, and discussion. The discussion
will lay out your own argument about how understanding the case contributes to the literature,
which is summarized in a thesis statement in the introduction. The project is broken down into
stages to facilitate progress and there will be two one-on-one meetings with me to discuss your
research. Late submissions are penalized (1% of overall paper grade per day). Detailed
instructions for all assignments will be posted to Canvas.

Project stage Grading weight Due date
Select empirical case and journalistic sources | 5% Monday, October 2
First meeting 5% Week of October 9-13
Research tutorials 0% Monday, October 16
Bibliography with social scientific sources 10% Monday, October 30
Introduction, thesis and outline 15% Monday, November 6
Second meeting 5% Week of November 20-24
Final draft 60% Saturday, December 16




Learning Outcomes

This course has the following specific learning objectives, each of which corresponds to one or
more general learning outcomes of the Sociology Department (listed in parentheses).

e Map the global distribution of poverty, economic inequality, and environmental
challenges and identify the ways that history and social structures have contributed to
these patterns (see things from a global perspective)

e Analyze measures of inequality, development, population health and environmental
impacts and draw conclusions from them (analyze data)

e Understand and contrast theoretical frameworks for studying the relationship between
social processes and the environment (critical thinking about society and social
processes)

e Interpret and critique texts that address the relationship between social processes and
the environment (critically evaluate published research)

e Develop a research project that identifies a case of the interface between society and
nature, identifies a social scientific literature that address the general issues it raises,
and assembles information in support of an analysis that contributes to the literature
(conduct research and analyze data)

o Write a research paper that elaborates and supports an argument about how a case
study contributes to a social scientific literature and describe the findings in an
individual meeting with the instructor (communicate skillfully; prepare for graduate
school and the job market).

e Engage in ethical reasoning about how the theory and practice of development and
sustainability are related to social justice goals (critical thinking about society and social
processes)

Learning and Health

e Let’s collectively try our best to prioritize health

e Please communicate with me about any health or other circumstances that may impact
your learning

e Consider wearing a well-fitting mask at all times in the classroom—especially if you have
recently been under the weather

e Classis designed for in-person participation. Yet in recent semesters students have had
frequent absences due to health or concerns about possible COVID exposures. To
minimize the impact of such absences, | will set up a Zoom link so that students can
observe the class remotely. To join, please email me at least one hour before class
begins with a one-sentence description of the health concern. If you are in doubt about
your health or have any reason to be concerned about a possible COVID-19 exposure,
please stay at home and join class through the Zoom link. All absences for health
reasons will be considered excused. The link will always be:
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/6851010375.



https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/6851010375

e Unfortunately, it is difficult to participate in class discussions when you are connected
over Zoom. To earn participation credit for a session in which you join remotely for
health or other excused reasons, students have the option of emailing me a short
response paper (150-250 words) about the assigned readings at least one hour before
class begins. The papers have two parts: first, concisely lay out either the author's main
argument or the part of the argument you find most interesting; second, either pose a
discussion question, offer a critique of the reading, or suggest how the reading could be
useful for analyzing something going on today.

e The pandemic may present unexpected disruptions to our class routines. | will make
every effort to keep in-person lectures going uninterrupted but it is likely that at some
point office hours will need to be rescheduled to a remote, by-appointment format.

e Alist of important services for students by the university—such as University Health
Services, Mental Health Services, academic advising, the Dean of Students Office, and
the Sexual Misconduct Resource and Response Program—can be found here:
https://www.wisc.edu/campus-life/student-services/

Privacy

Recording any lectures or discussion sections without written consent from Mr. Peabody is not
permitted. The privacy of your contributions and your classmates’ contributions to lecture and
discussion sections are protected by federal law. Lectures and discussion materials and
recordings for this course are protected intellectual property at UW-Madison. Students in this
course may use the materials and recordings provided on Canvas for their personal use related
to participation in this class. Students may also take notes solely for their personal use. If a
lecture is not already recorded, you are not authorized to record our discussions without the
professor’s permission unless you are considered by the university to be a qualified student
with a disability requiring accommodation [Regent Policy Document 4-1]. Students may not
copy or have discussion recordings outside of class, including posting on internet sites or selling
to commercial entities. Students are also prohibited from providing or selling their personal
notes to anyone else or being paid for taking notes by any person or commercial firm without
the instructor’s express written permission. Unauthorized use of these copyrighted lecture
materials and recordings constitutes copyright infringement and may be addressed under the
university’s policies, UWS Chapters 14 and 17, governing student academic and non-academic
misconduct.

Accommodations

Please contact Mr. Peabody by the end of the second week of the course if you are eligible for
special arrangements or accommodations for testing, assighments, or other aspects of the
course. Accommodations are provided for students who qualify for disability services through
the McBurney Center. Their website has detailed instructions about how to qualify:
http://www.mcburney.wisc.edu.
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If you wish to request a scheduling accommodation for university-related travel, religious
observances, national guard service, etc., you must notify me by the end of the second week of
the course stating the specific date(s) for which you request accommodation. For religious
observance accommodations, see https://secfac.wisc.edu/academic-calendar/ for details.

Academic Integrity

In your exams and written assignments, you are expected to exercise academic honesty and
integrity. According to UWS 14, academic misconduct occurs when a student:
e Seeks to claim credit for the work or efforts of another without authorization or citation
e Uses unauthorized materials or fabricated data in any academic exercise
e Forges or falsifies academic documents or records
e Intentionally impedes or damages the academic work of others
e Engages in conduct aimed at making false representation of [...] academic performance
e Assists other students in any of these acts

Cheating, plagiarism, or any other breach of academic integrity on an assignment in this course
will result in an automatic failing grade of O for the exam or assignment in question, and a
submission of written reports to your college dean and the dean of students. Use of Al software
for writing papers constitutes plagiarism. Please note that lack of familiarity with policies will
not excuse failure to comply with them. All writing assignments are submitted through Turnitin,
an anti-plagiarism software.

The university’s Writing Center has an excellent webpage about how to successfully quote and
paraphrase texts:
e http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QuotingSources.html
See also these guidelines about avoiding plagiarism:
e http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA plagiarism.html
Please make every effort to avoid such issues in your section writing assignments.
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Summary of Schedule

Wednesday, September 6

Introduction - paper stage due date

Friday, September 8

The problem: humanity’s triple planetary crisis

Part 1: The promise and critique of economic growth

Monday, September 11

The development project and modernization theory

Wednesday, September 13

The Green Revolution

Friday, September 15

Population growth and development

Monday, September 18

Growth and resource limits

Wednesday, September 20

Ecological modernization theory

Friday, September 22

Daly’s theory of uneconomic growth

Monday, September 25

Treadmill of production and metabolic rift theories

Wednesday, September 27

Quiz 1

Part 2: Ecological

ly unequal exchange and the uneven global distribution of growth

Friday, September 29

Historical origins of capitalism

Monday, October 2

Imperialism and the international division of labor - case selection due

Wednesday, October 4

Primary products and industrialization in Latin America

Friday, October 6

The developmental state and the East Asian “miracle”

Monday, October 9

Structural adjustment and neoliberalism - week of first meeting

Wednesday, October 11

Neoliberalism and the problem of climate change

Friday, October 13

The global assembly line

Monday, October 16

The political economy and ecology of slums - research tutorials due

Wednesday, October 18

Global inequality during neoliberal globalization

Friday, October 20

The new extractivism

Monday, October 23

Quiz 2

Part 3: Ma

rkets, environmental degradation and regulatory responses

Wednesday, October 25

Economic power

Friday, October 27

Externalities and the valuation of nature

Monday, October 30

Collective action and common pool resources - bibliography due

Wednesday, November 1

Economic incentives and regulatory mandates

Friday, November 3

Varieties of green industrial policy

Monday, November 6

The Green New Deal -> intro, thesis and outline due

Wednesday, November 8

A just transition for the Global South

Friday, November 10

Debating green growth vs. degrowth vs. the Green New Deal

Monday, November 13

Quiz 3

Part 4: American urban de

velopment as a driver of environmental degradation and social inequalities

Wednesday, November 15

Class and economic inequality

Friday, November 17

Poverty in America

Monday, November 20

Health disparities - week of second meeting

Wednesday, November 22

Environmental racism

Friday, November 24

Thanksgiving break

Monday, November 27

Structural explanations of racial inequalities

Wednesday, November 29

Neighborhood disadvantage

Friday, December 1

Residential segregation

Monday, December 4

Discrimination

Wednesday, December 6

Urban and suburban spatial inequalities

Friday, December 8

Gentrification, displacement and urban development

Monday, December 11

Conclusion

Wednesday, December 13

Quiz 4




Detailed Reading and Lecture Schedule
Wednesday, September 6. Introduction

Friday, September 8. The problem: humanity’s triple planetary crisis
Required readings:
e Carrington et al. (2023), “'Off the chart records': Has humanity finally broken the
climate?”
e Wallace-Wells (2022), “Beyond catastrophe: A new climate reality is coming into
view”

Part 1: The promise and critique of economic growth

Monday, September 11. The development project and modernization theory
Required reading:
e Schrank (2023), “What do we mean by ‘development’?”
o Focus on pages 39-53
e Schrank (2023), “Is international inequality relational or gradational?”
o Focus on pages 74-75 (end of page)
Optional readings:
e Stiglitz (2001), “The promise of international institutions”
e Soubbotina (2004), selected chapters on development indicators
e Goldman (2005), “Understanding World Bank power”

Wednesday, September 13. The Green Revolution
Required readings:
e Vidal (2014), “Norman Borlaug: Humanitarian hero or menace to society?”
e Holt-Giménez, Altieri and Rosset (2006), “Ten reasons why AGRA will not solve
the problems of poverty and hunger in Africa”
Optional readings:
e Basua and Scholten (2012), “Technological and social dimensions of the Green
Revolution: connecting pasts and futures”
e Pingali (2012), “Green revolution: Impacts, limits, and the path ahead”
e Sigei (2022), “There was no Green Revolution”

Friday, September 15. Population growth and development
Required reading:
e Bell et al. (2020), “Population and development”
o Focus on pages: TBD



Monday, September 18. Growth and resource limits
Required readings:
e Mann (2018), “The book that incited worldwide fear of overpopulation”
e Monbiot (2020), “Population panic lets rich people off the hook for the climate
crisis they are fuelling”
e Livi Bacci (2019), “Four compelling reasons to fear population growth”
e Harte (2007), “Human population as a dynamic factor in environmental
degradation”
o Focus on pages: TBD
Optional reading:
e Lam (2011), “How the world survived the population bomb: Lessons from 50
years of extraordinary demographic history”

Wednesday, September 20. Ecological modernization theory
Required readings:

e Givens, Clark and Jorgenson (2016), “Strengthening the ties between

environmental sociology and sociology of development”
o Focus on pages 69-74

e Monbiot (2015), “Meet the ecomodernists: Ignorant of history and paradoxically
old-fashioned”

Optional reading:
e Asafu-Adjaye et al. (2015), “An ecomodernist manifesto”

Friday, September 22. Daly’s theory of uneconomic growth
Required readings:
e Daly (2015), “Economics for a full world”
Optional reading:
e Daly and Kunkel (2018), “Ecologies of scale”

Monday, September 25. Treadmill of production and metabolic rift theories
Required readings:
e Givens, Clark and Jorgenson (2016), “Strengthening the ties between
environmental sociology and sociology of development”
o Focus on pages 74-78
e Gould, Pellow and Schnaiberg (2004), “Interrogating the treadmill of production:
everything you wanted to know about the treadmill but were afraid to ask”
o Focus on pages 296-300
Optional readings:
e Wright (2004), “Interrogating the treadmill of production: Some questions I still
want to know about and am not afraid to ask”
e Steinberger et al. (2013), “Development and dematerialization: An international
study”



e Wiedmann (2015), “The material footprint of nations”
Wednesday, September 27. Quiz 1

Part 2: Ecologically unequal exchange and the
uneven global distribution of growth

Friday, September 29. Historical origins of capitalism
Required readings:
e Schrank (2023), “The economic sociology of development: Introduction”
o Focus on pages 1-9
e Kiely (2007), “Capitalist expansion and imperialism”
o Focus on pages 27-29 (end of page)
e Usmani (2012), “Why some are so rich: What’s imperialism got to do with it?”
o Focus on pages 1-10
Optional readings:
e Wood (2002), “Introduction” and “The agrarian origin of capitalism”
e Brenner (1986), "The social basis of economic development”

Monday, October 2. Imperialism and the international division of labor
Required readings:
e Schrank (2023), “What do we mean by ‘development’?”
o Focus on pages 64-70
e Schrank (2023), “Is international inequality gradational or relational?”
o Focus on pages 81-88 (top of page)
e Acemoglu (2003), “Root causes”
Optional reading:
e Kiely (2007), “Capitalist expansion and imperialism”
o Focus on pages 30-41

Wednesday, October 4. Primary products and industrialization in Latin America
Required readings:
e Chang (2010), “Thing 7. Free-market policies rarely make poor countries rich”
e Kingstone (2011), “Import-substitution industrialization and the great
transformation in Latin America”
o Focus on pages 19-37
Optional reading:
e Shapiro (2007), “Industrial policy and growth”

Friday, October 6. The developmental state and the East Asian “miracle”
Required reading:



e Wylde (2016), “The developmental state”

Optional readings:
e Evans (1992), “The state as problem and solution: Predation, embedded
autonomy and adjustment”
e Chibber (2005), “Reviving the developmental state? The myth of the ‘national
bourgeoisie’”

Monday, October 9. Structural adjustment and neoliberalism

Required reading:

e Lachmann (2016), “Neoliberalism, the origins of the global crisis, and the future
of states”

Optional readings:
e Monbiot (2016), “Neoliberalism—the ideology at the root of all our problems”
e Harvey (2005), “Freedom’s just another word...”
e Stiglitz (2001), “Broken promises”

Wednesday, October 11. Neoliberalism and the problem of climate change
Required reading:
e Klein (2014), “Hot money: How free market fundamentalism helped overheat
the planet”
Optional reading:
e Klein (2014), “The right is right: The revolutionary power of climate change”

Friday, October 13. The global assembly line
Required reading:
e McMichael (2017), “Globalizing developments”
o Focus on pages 80-98
Optional readings:
e McMichael (2017), “Instituting the globalization project”
e Wolf (2004), “Traumatized by trade”

Monday, October 16. The political economy and ecology of slums
Required reading:
e Davis (2004), “Planet of slums”
Optional readings:
e Boulos (2021), “Struggles of the roofless”
e Parenti (2011), “Rio’s agony: From extreme weather to ‘planet of slums’”

Wednesday, October 18. Global inequality during neoliberal globalization

Required readings:
e Chang (2010), “Making rich people richer doesn’t make the rest of us richer”



e Milanovic (2016), Global Inequality: A New Approach for the Age of Globalization
o “The rise of the global middle class and global plutocrats” (pp. 10-30,
skipping Excursus 1.1 and 1.2)
o “Inequality within countries” (pp. 46-50)
o “Inequality among countries” (pp. 118-132)
Optional readings:
e Wolf (2004), “Incensed about inequality”

Friday, October 20. The new extractivism
Required readings:
e Zaitchik (2019), “Can Latin America reject oil, ranching and mining?”
e Givens, Clark and Jorgenson (2016), “Strengthening the ties between
environmental sociology and sociology of development”
o Focus on pages 78-82 (Ecologically unequal exchange)
e Riofrancos (2019), “What comes after extractivism?”
Optional readings:
e Givens and Huang (2021), “Ecologically unequal exchange and environmental
load displacement”

Monday, October 23. Quiz 2
Part 3: Markets, environmental destruction and regulatory responses

Wednesday, October 25. Economic power
Required readings:
e Kroll and Dembicki (2021), “The Koch Empire goes all out to sink Joe Biden’s
agenda”
e Lerner (2022), “How Charles Koch purchased the supreme court’s EPA decision”
e Westervelt (2022), “Documents show how polluting industries mobilized to block
climate action”
Optional readings:
e Wright and Rogers (2015), “The capitalist market: How it actually works” (pp. 47-
62) and “The environment” (pp. 69-84)

Friday, October 27. Externalities and the valuation of nature
Required readings:
e Fullerton and Stavins (1990), “How economists see the environment”
e Keohane and Olmstead (2016), “Market failures in the environmental realm”
o Focus on pages: TBD



Monday, October 30. Collective action problems and common pool resources
Required reading:
e Ostrom (1990), “Reflections on the commons”
Optional reading:
e Rojanasakul (2023), “America is using up its groundwater like there’s no
tomorrow”

Wednesday, November 1. Economic incentives and regulatory mandates
Required readings:
e Broder (2010), “Tracing the demise of ‘cap and trade
e Keohane and Olmstead (2016), “Principles of market-based environmental
policy”
o Focus on pages: TBD
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Friday, November 3. Varieties of green industrial policy
Required readings:
e Meyer (2022), “Biden’s climate law is ending 40 years of hands-off government”
e Carey (2023), “Green industrial strategy”
Optional reading:
e Fertik, Gabor, Sahay and Denvir (2023), “Defining Bidenomics”

Monday, November 6. The Green New Deal
Required reading:
e Meaney (2022) “Fortunes of the Green New Deal”
Optional readings:
e Dawson (2023), “How to win a Green New Deal in your state”
e Koeppel, Bozuwa and Veazey (2019), “The Green New Deal must put utilities
under public control”

Wednesday, November 8. A just transition for the Global South
Required readings:
e Harvey (2020), “World's richest 1% cause double CO2 emissions of poorest 50%,
says Oxfam”
e Plumer et al. (2022), “In a first, rich countries agree to pay for climate damages
in poor nations”
e Cohen (2019), “We have to finance a global Green New Deal—or face the
consequences”
e Coxand Cox (2022), “It’s time for rich countries to pay up—before the next
climate disaster”
o Feffer (2022), “The impact of Green New Deals on Latin America”
Optional readings:
e Harvey et al. (2022), “Cop27: is it right to talk of ‘reparations’?”



Friday, November 10. Debating green growth vs. degrowth vs. the Green New Deal
Required readings:
e Burton and Somerville (2019), “Degrowth: A defense”
o Focus on pages: TBD
e Pollin (2018), “De-growth vs. a Green New Deal”
o Focus on pages: TBD
e O’Neil (2020), “Beyond green growth”
Optional reading:
e D’Alessandro (2020), “Feasible alternatives to green growth”
e KeyRBer and Lenzen (2021), “1.5 °C degrowth scenarios”

Monday, November 13. Quiz 3

Part 4: American urban development as a driver of
environmental degradation and social inequalities

Wednesday, November 15. Class and economic inequality
Required readings:
e Stiglitz (2018), “A rigged economy”
e Kurtzleben (2015), “America's yawning racial wealth gap”
Optional reading:
e Wright and Rogers (2015), “Class”

Friday, November 17. Poverty in America
Required readings:
e Calnitsky (2018), “Structural and individualistic theories of poverty
e Desmond (2023), “Why poverty persists in America”

vy

Monday, November 20. Health disparities
Required readings:
e Sapolsky (2018), “The Health-Wealth Gap”
e Kawachi, Daniels and Robinson (2005), “Health disparities by race and class: Why
both matter”

Wednesday, November 22. Environmental racism
Required readings:
e Tabuchi and Popovich (2021), “People of color breathe more hazardous air. The
sources are everywhere”
e Taylor (2014), “Environmental justice claims”
e Taylor (2014), “Disproportionate siting: Claims of racism and discrimination”



o Focus on pages 33-41
Optional reading:

e Villarosa (2020), “Pollution is killing Black Americans. This community fought
back”

Friday, November 24. Thanksgiving break

Monday, November 27. Structural explanations of racial inequality
Required readings:
e Reskin (2012), “The race discrimination system”
o Focus on pages 17-24 and 36, but try to read whole article
e LaVeist et al. (2011), “Place, not race: Disparities dissipate in southwest
Baltimore when Blacks and Whites live under similar conditions”

Wednesday, November 29. Neighborhood disadvantage
Required readings:

e Chang (2018), “Living in a poor neighborhood changes everything about your
life”

Friday, December 1. Residential segregation
Required reading:
e Massey and Denton (1993), “The construction of the ghetto”
Optional readings:
e Taylor (2014), “The rise of racial zoning: Residential segregation”
e Taylor (2014), “The rise of racially restrictive covenants: Guarding against
infiltration”

e Taylor (2014), “Racializing blight: Urban renewal, eminent domain, and expulsive
zoning”

Monday, December 4. Discrimination
Required reading:
e Taylor (2014), “Contemporary housing discrimination: Does it still happen?”
Optional reading:
e Pager (2003) “The mark of a criminal record”
o Focus on pages 937-962
e Massey and Denton (1993), “The continuing causes of segregation”
o Focus on pages 83-101

Wednesday, December 6. Urban spatial inequalities and climate change
Required readings:



e Morello-Frosch and Obasogie (2023) “The climate gap and the color line—Racial
health inequities and climate change”
e Plumer and Popovich (2020), “How decades of racist housing policy left
neighborhoods sweltering”
Optional readings:
e Zhong and Popovich (2022), “How air pollution across America reflects racist
policy from the 1930s”

Friday, December 8. Gentrification, displacement and urban development
Required reading:
e Peabody, “Community-driven zoning in Chicago: Stepping stone or stumbling
block for dense and affordable residential development?”

Monday, December 11. Conclusion

Wednesday, December 13. Quiz 4

Saturday, December 16. News analysis paper due
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